
Association of British Paediatric Nurses (ABPN) statement supporting the Infants, 
Parents and Carers Bill 

The ABPN welcomes and supports the principles of the Infants, Parents and Carers Bill—
widely known as the Babies Bill and its ambition to ensure that the needs of babies, 
parents and carers are systematically assessed, addressed and reported to Parliament. 

Pregnancy and the first two years of life are a uniquely important period for health, 
development and future wellbeing. Children’s nurses see every day the difference that 
timely, compassionate and coordinated support can make to babies and their families. 
We also see the consequences when families are unable to access the help they need, 
including avoidable deterioration, hospital attendance and admission, delayed 
development, increased parental distress and widening health inequalities. 

The Bill offers an important opportunity to strengthen national accountability, reduce 
unwarranted variation and ensure that services are planned according to the needs of 
babies and families rather than historical patterns of provision. We particularly welcome 
the requirements to seek and take account of the views of parents and carers, assess 
levels of need and report annually on provision and outcomes. 

To achieve its ambition, the legislation must be supported by sustainable investment, an 
appropriately skilled workforce and effective integration across maternity, neonatal, 
health visiting, primary care, community children’s nursing, paediatric, mental health, 
local authority and voluntary-sector services. 

The needs of babies born prematurely, babies with disabilities or complex health needs, 
families living in poverty and those experiencing cultural, language or other barriers to 
accessing services must be explicitly recognised. Assessments and reporting should 
examine not only whether services exist, but whether families can access them 
equitably, experience high-quality support and achieve improved outcomes. 

Children’s nurses have an essential contribution to make across the entire infant pathway 
from supporting neonatal discharge and caring for babies with complex needs to 
promoting development, strengthening parental confidence and coordinating care 
across organisational boundaries. The ABPN welcomes the opportunity to contribute 
children’s nursing expertise to the development of the regulations, outcome measures 
and implementation arrangements arising from the Bill. 

The ABPN supports the Bill’s ambition to place babies and their families more firmly at 
the heart of national planning and accountability and urges Parliament and Government 
to work with families and the multidisciplinary workforce to translate this commitment 
into accessible, integrated and adequately resourced support. 

 


