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Press release – embargoed until 00.00hrs 2nd December 2025 

 

3rd December 2025 

 

International Day of Persons with Disabilities 

"Amplifying the leadership of persons with disabilities for an inclusive and 

sustainable future" 

Today offers the opportunity to promote the rights of people with disabilities, as well as 

to raise awareness about how a disability impacts the lives of children, young people 

and their families.  

This includes all types of disabilities, both visible and invisible, encompassing a wide 

range of physical, sensory, intellectual, and mental impairments, such as learning 

disabilities, chronic pain, autism, hearing impairments, and mental health conditions. 

It is estimated that there are around 1.5 million people under the age of 25 in the UK 

who are living with additional learning needs or disability.  

The provision of appropriate and targeted support recognising specific needs is a basic 

human right as outlined in the Human Rights Act1, UN Convention on the Rights of the 

Child2 and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities3. While good 

support provision encompasses legislation, policies and access to respective services, 

it also incudes, hearing the voices of children and young people with disabilities, and 

their active participation in decisions about their care and services for them. 

Children’s nurses and children’s learning disability nurses provide crucial support to 

families from the time of diagnosis, enabling children and young people to achieve 

their full potential. 

 
1 Human Rights Act (1998) https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents  
2 UN Convention of the Rights of the Child (1989) https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-
rights/ 
3 UN Convention of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006) See 
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/disability/crpd/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-crpd  

https://ds-int.org/the-convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/42/contents
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/disability/crpd/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities-crpd
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The ABPN believes that  

• Every child and young person, including those with additional learning needs 

and disabilities has a right to have their voice heard and for their specific needs 

to be recognised and addressed4,5 

• Infants, children and young people should receive care from nurses that have 

the child specific knowledge, skills and competencies to meet their unique 

needs in age-appropriate facilities, at home, at school or closer to home in 

community and general practice settings6 

• Child field specific pre-registration undergraduate education programmes, as 

well as specific post registration education is crucial to equip nurses to meet 

the needs of children and young people across all settings, including at school, 

at home or closer to home in community and general practice settings7,8 

 

The Association of British Paediatric Nurses calls on the Government to invest 

to ensure every child and young person with a disability and additional learning needs 

can achieve their full potential and access education, learning and work opportunities 

 

“A child or young person who is living with any disability must have their voice heard 
in all decisions made for or about them. Too often, the child is unheard due to the lack 
of effort from service providers. They and their families’ life experiences must be taken 
into consideration when designing care and delivering services. The provision of a 
whole system which implements a rights informed and strengths-based approach is 
crucial to ensuring service provision across health, social care and education meets 
the needs of all children and young people.” 
 

Dr Jean A. Davies, Chair 

 

 

 

 

 
4 See ABPN Position statement on Children and Young People’s rights 
abpn_position_statement_children_and_young_peoples_rights.pdf  and ABPN Background briefing on 
Children and Young People’s Rights  abpn_background_briefing_children_and_young_people.pdf  
5 UN Declaration of Human Rights 1948 see https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-
rights/  
6 See ABPN Position statement on Workforce planning and nurse staffing 
abpn_position_statement_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing-final_nov_2024.docx and ABPN 
Background briefing on workforce planning and nurse staffing 
abpn_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing_background_briefing_paper-final_nov_2024.docx 
7 See ABPN Position Statement on Children’s Nurse Education 
abpn_position_statement_nurse_education_final_24_november_2024.pdf 
8 See ABPN Background Paper on Children’s Nurse Education 
abpn_cn_education_background_paper_final_22nd_november_2024.pdf 

https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_position_statement_children_and_young_peoples_rights.pdf
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_background_briefing_children_and_young_people.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights/
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights/
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_position_statement_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing-final_nov_2024.docx
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing_background_briefing_paper-final_nov_2024.docx
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_position_statement_nurse_education_final_24_november_2024.pdf
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_cn_education_background_paper_final_22nd_november_2024.pdf
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Notes for editors 

The term child refers to infants, children, young people and young adults up to 25 years of age 

The ABPN recognises that primary and community services, as well as child public health and 

mental health services, including school nurses and health visitors also have a key role in 

supporting children, young people and families. 

The ABPN is the oldest children’s nursing association in the world, established in 1938. Our 

wide membership includes experts in clinical practice, education, leadership and research.  

www.abpn-uk.com 
 
Blue Sky: @abpn-childnurse.bsky.social  
Facebook: Association of British Paediatric Nurses 
Tik Tok: @ABPN_ChildNurse  
YouTube: @ABPN_ChildNurse 
Instagram: @ABPN_ChildNurse 
LinkedIn: Association of British Paediatric Nurses  

 

http://www.abpn-uk.com/

