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Short term decisions — long term impact on children and young people

The Association of British Paediatric Nurses (ABPN) expresses serious concerns
following the University of Nottingham’s decision to suspend children’s nursing and
mental health nursing programmes.

As the oldest children’s nursing organisation in the world, established in 1938 by those
who understood the importance of nurses caring for children to have specific education
to meet their needs, the ABPN views this decision as both short sighted and out of
step with the needs of the UK’s youngest citizens.

While we recognise that Higher Education Institutions are under considerable financial
pressure, the withdrawal of specific programmes comes with significant and long-
lasting consequences. Without sufficient education capacity, the UK will not be able to
train the children’s nursing workforce required to keep infants, children and young
people safe. Time and again, inquiries have shown the dangers of placing children in
the care of staff not specifically trained to meet their developmental, clinical and
emotional needs.

The decision taken by the University of Nottingham is particularly troubling given the
national picture Children’s services across the NHS, social care, education and
voluntary sectors continue to face severe workforce challenges. Nottingham itself has
a proud history of leadership in children’s nursing education, with the Nottingham
Children’s Unit playing a pivotal role in national developments during the 1980s and
1990s under the leadership of Dame Elizabeth Fradd.

The loss of this programme sends a worrying signal at a time when the NHS England’s
10 Year Workforce Plan sets a clear expectation to expand, not diminish, the children’s
nursing pipeline.

We are concerned that this decision reflects a wider absence of joined up planning
across regional, national and UK level bodies. Without a coherent strategy to sustain
smaller, specific nursing programmes, the needs of children and young people will
continue to be overlooked.



Children make up a quarter of the UK population, yet decisions such as this show that
their health, safety and future wellbeing are too easily sidelined. This cannot continue.

"This decision sends a stark message: children’s health is negotiable. For the ABPN,
it is not. Children’s nurses save lives, protect futures and hold families through their
darkest moments, and every child deserves to be cared for by someone trained to
understand them. Children’s nurses make a unique contribution having acquired the
knowledge, skills and competencies as part of a distinct specific child field qualification
to meet the needs of babies, children and young people. Removing children’s nursing
programmes chips away at that promise and puts babies, children and young people
at risk. Suspending children’s nursing education is not a financial adjustment. It is a
short-term decision with long term consequences, and we urge all partners to act now
to protect specialist education before more doors close to the next generation of
children’s nurses."

Dr Jean Davies, Chair and Kath Evans, Deputy Chair

The ABPN urges national bodies, NHS leaders, commissioners, and Higher Education
Institutions to urgently work together to safeguard the future of specific children’s
nursing education, ensuring that current and future generations of babies, children and
young people receive the skilled care they deserve.

The ABPN believes that

 Every child and young person has a right to have their specific needs
recognised and addressed’?

* Infants, children and young people should receive care from nurses that have
the child specific and specialist knowledge, skills and competencies to meet
their unique needs in age-appropriate facilities, at home or closer to home in
community as appropriate?

» Child field specific pre-registration undergraduate education programmes, as
well as specific post registration education is crucial to equip nurses to meet
the needs of children and young people across all settings, including at home
or closer to home in community*°

1 See ABPN Position statement on Children and Young People’s rights
abpn_position_statement_children_and_young peoples_rights.pdf and ABPN Background briefing on C--
hildren and Young People’s Rights abpn_background_briefing children_and_young_people.pdf

2UN Declaration of Human Rights 1948 see https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-
human-rights/

3 See ABPN Position statement on Workforce planning and nurse staffing
abpn_position_statement_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing-final_nov_2024.docx and ABPN
Background briefing on workforce planning and nurse staffing
abpn_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing_background_briefing_paper-final_nov_2024.docx
-*See ABPN Position Statement on Children’s Nurse Education
abpn_position_statement_nurse_education_final_24_november_2024.pdf

5 See ABPN Background Paper on Children’s Nurse Education
abpn_cn_education_background_paper_final_22nd_november_2024.pdf-



https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_position_statement_children_and_young_peoples_rights.pdf
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_background_briefing_children_and_young_people.pdf
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights/
https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-human-rights/
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_position_statement_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing-final_nov_2024.docx
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing_background_briefing_paper-final_nov_2024.docx
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_position_statement_nurse_education_final_24_november_2024.pdf
https://www.abpn-uk.com/uploads/4/3/1/2/43121793/abpn_cn_education_background_paper_final_22nd_november_2024.pdf

Notes for editors

The term child refers to infants, children, young people and young adults up to 25 years of age
The ABPN recognises that primary and community services, as well as child public health and
mental health services, including school nurses and health visitors also have a key role in

supporting children, young people and families.

The ABPN is the oldest children’s nursing association in the world, established in 1938. Our
wide membership includes experts in clinical practice, education, leadership and research.

www.abpn-uk.com

Blue Sky: @abpn-childnurse.bsky.social
Facebook: Association of British Paediatric Nurses
Tik Tok: @ABPN_ChildNurse

YouTube: @ABPN_ChildNurse

Instagram: @ABPN_ChildNurse

LinkedIn: Association of British Paediatric Nurses
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