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World Adoption Day 9" November 2025

The Association of British Paediatric Nurses (ABPN) proudly joins the global
celebration of World Adoption Day, recognising the love and resilience of adoptive
families across the UK and the vital role children’s nurses play in supporting children
and young people through their adoption journey, as well as their adoptive parents.

According to the latest data, around 2,600 children in England are currently waiting for
adoption, an increase of 45% since 2022 . Many of these children have already been
waiting 18 months or more. In Wales 237 children were waiting for adoption in 2023,
while in Scotland there were 130 children approved for adoption and waiting to be
matched with a family in 2023/4. The figure for those waiting for adoption in Northern
Ireland is not known, however 96 children were adopted in Northern Ireland during the
year ending March 31, 2025.

Waiting for adoption can have a profound impact on a child’s emotional wellbeing.
Each month spent in uncertainty can deepen feelings of instability and affect a child’s
ability to form secure attachments, making early and consistent support essential.

World Adoption Day shines a light on the thousands of children who have found—or
are still waiting to find—their forever family.

Many of these children have experienced early trauma, health challenges or
developmental delays. Across health, social care and education services, children’s
nurses are a trusted constant—helping children to feel safe, supported and valued
through their adoption journey.

This World Adoption Day, the ABPN is encouraging nurses, families and partner
organisations to:
o Celebrate adoption stories and the families built through care and compassion.
e« Promote trauma-informed and attachment-aware practice in all children’s
health services.
o Advocate for early, holistic health support for children entering or adjusting to
adoption.

" Samuel, M. (2025) 45% rise since 2022 in number of children waiting for adoption, as adopter numbers
plummet. Community Care, 28 October.

Available at: https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2025/10/28/45-rise-in-number-of-children-waiting-for-
adoption-since-2022-as-adopter-numbers-plummet/



https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2025/10/28/45-rise-in-number-of-children-waiting-for-adoption-since-2022-as-adopter-numbers-plummet/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2025/10/28/45-rise-in-number-of-children-waiting-for-adoption-since-2022-as-adopter-numbers-plummet/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

The ABPN believes that

+ Every child and young person has a right to have their specific needs
recognised and addressed?3

* Infants, children and young people should receive care from nurses that have
the child specific and specialist knowledge, skills and competencies to meet
their unique needs in age-appropriate facilities, at home or closer to home in
community as appropriate*

« Child field specific pre-registration undergraduate education programmes, as
well as specific post registration education is crucial to equip nurses to meet
the needs of children and young people across all settings, including at home
or closer to home in community®*®

“As a children’s nurse, member of the Children’s Nursing Association and an adoptive
parent myself, | see first-hand the difference that a stable, loving home can make. Our
role as children’s nurses extends beyond clinical care — it's about helping children to
heal, to trust again, and to flourish in the families who have opened their hearts to
them. Adoption represents hope and belonging. By working together — nurses, families
and professionals —we can ensure every child has the chance to grow up feeling loved
and understood.”
Nicola Fielding — ABPN Member and Children’s Nurse

Notes for editors
The term child refers to infants, children, young people and young adults up to 25 years of age

The ABPN recognises that primary and community services, as well as child public health and
mental health services, including school nurses and health visitors also have a key role in
supporting children, young people and families.

The ABPN is the oldest children’s nursing association in the world, established in 1938. Our
wide membership includes experts in clinical practice, education, leadership and research.
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2See ABPN Position statement on Children and Young People’s rights
abpn_position_statement_children_and_young peoples_rights.pdf and ABPN Background briefing on C--
hildren and Young People’s Rights abpn_background_briefing children_and_young_people.pdf

3 UN Declaration of Human Rights 1948 see https://www.un.org/en/about-us/universal-declaration-of-
human-rights/

4 See ABPN Position statement on Workforce planning and nurse staffing
abpn_position_statement_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing-final_nov_2024.docx and ABPN
Background briefing on workforce planning and nurse staffing
abpn_workforce_planning_and_nurse_staffing_background_briefing_paper-final_nov_2024.docx

-5 See ABPN Position Statement on Children’s Nurse Education
abpn_position_statement_nurse_education_final_24_november_2024.pdf

5 See ABPN Background Paper on Children’s Nurse Education
abpn_cn_education_background_paper_final_22nd_november_2024.pdf-
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Tik Tok: @ABPN_ChildNurse

YouTube: @ABPN_ChildNurse
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